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FRANKLIN  PRESS  TOKEN 
THE  BALEMARK  MULE  VARIETY 
By  Fred  Pridmore 

1 read  with  considerable  interest  the  article  by 
Sidney  K.  Eastwood  on  the  Franklin  Press  tokens, 
and  in  particular  the  remarks  relating  to  the  mule 
variety  No.  4 with  the  reverse  described  as: 

R:  East  India  Company  bale-mark,  within  two 

circles,  no  legend. 

In  the  previous  surmises  relating  to  this  particular 
token  and  added  to  by  Mr  Eastwood,  there  are  a 
number  of  mistaken  theories  and  statements.  In  the 
interest  of  accuracy  I believe  that  these  errors  should 
be  corrected. 

It  is  stated  that  this  particular  token  was  described 
by  Howland  Wood  in  1903,  and  Wood  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  bale-mark  design  is  also 

(a)  the  reverse  of  a 20-cash  piece  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island.  Mr  Eastwood  evidently  accepts  this  state- 
ment of  Wood  and  then  goes  on  to  say  that 

(b)  the  Franklin  tokens  were  probably  struck  by 
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Lutwyche,  because  Lutwyche  struck  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Island  coins , and 

(c)  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  coins  with  which  he 
links  the  token  were  struck  in  1788. 

With  none  of  the  points  made  at  (a),  (b)  and  (c) 
can  I agree. 

(a)  20-cash  piece  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island 

Penang,  or  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  never  issued  a 
coin  denominated  20  cash.  The  copper  coinage  struck 
by  the  E.I.C.  for  Penang  consisted  of  decimal  parts  of 
the  Spanish  dollar  and,  after  1826,  fractional  parts  of  a 
Bengal  Sicca  Rupee. 

(b)  Lutwyche  struck  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island 
copper  coins 

The  copper  coins  struck  for  Penang  in  1786  and 
1787,  which  are  the  only  two  copper  issues  to  bear 
the  bale-mark  design,  were  products  of  the  Bengal 
Presidency  mint  of  Calcutta. 

(c)  Prince  of  Wales  Island  coins  struck  in  1188 

The  particular  Penang  coin  to  which  this  mule 
reverse  is  linked  was  the  first  copper  coinage  for  the 
island.  All  the  present  available  evidence  points  to  the 
fact  that  the  coins  were  struck  at  the  Calcutta  mint 
prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  founding  expedition  which 
took  possession  of  the  island  on  11  August  1786. 

I am  not  conversant  with  the  English  18th  century 
tokens,  but  in  the  solving  of  this  problem,  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  note  by  R.  H.  Williamson 
(Seaby’s  Coin  arid  Medal  Bulletin , 1957,  p.  54)  who 
points  out  that  Lutwyche  was  the  coiner  of  a series  of 
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tokens  bearing  the  E.I.C.  bale-mark  design  (D.  & H., 
Manchester,  128-134).  Even  without  an  examination  of 
this  curious  mule  token,  it  can  be  stated  without  any 
doubt  that  its  bale-mark  reverse  cannot  be  one  of  the 
Penang  or  Prince  of  Wales  Island  copper  issues  of 
1786  or  1787,  for  under  no  circumstances  would  18th 
century  dies  of  the  Calcutta  mint,  Bengal,  find  their 
way  into  the  hands  of  an  English  manufacturer. 

Had  Boulton  of  the  Soho  mint  been  responsible  for 
the  Penang  coinage  then  there  would  be  a more  likely 
explanation  for  such  a curious  mule.  When  the  Soho 
mint  department  was  dismantled  in  1850,  many  of  its 
old  dies  were  acquired  by  certain  persons  who  created 
some  curious  mules  for  the  collectors  of  the  day,  and 
these  fabrications  still  continue  to  plague  collectors. 

The  only  way  to  satisfactorily  establish  the  question 
is  by  an  examination  of  the  mule  token  and  ascertain 
the  form  of  the  bale-mark,  and  whether  it  can  be 
linked  to  any  known  E.I.C.  English-minted  coin,  such 
as  the  Bombay  series  of  1794. 


FROM  THE  PAST 

“copper  coins— These  useful  articles  continue 
exceedingly  scarce.  The  supply  imported  by  Annand, 
Smith  and  Co.  has  been  all  exhausted.  These  gentle- 
men inform  us,  that  so  highly  was  the  accommodation 
afforded  by  these  appreciated  that  they  had  applica- 
tions for  them  not  only  from  all  quarters  of  Mel- 
bourne, but  also  from  Geelong  and  other  distant 
places.” 

—The  Argus , 14  January  1850 


THE  COINAGE  OF  ICELAND 

By  John  Gartner , f.r.n.s. 

Iceland  is  a large  island  nearly  40,000  square  miles 
in  area  in  the  North  Atlantic,  close  to  the  Arctic 
Circle,  with  a population  of  170,000. 

The  first  settlement  took  place  in  874  and  for  over 
300  years  Iceland  was  an  independent  republic.  In  1381 
however  it  came  under  the  rule  of  Denmark  and  this 
continued  until  1918,  when,  on  1 December  of  that 
year,  it  became  a sovereign  State,  still  owing  allegiance 
to  the  King  of  Denmark,  Christian  X.  On  17  June 
1944,  by  referendum,  it  became  an  independent  re- 

The  coinage  of  Denmark  was  used  on  the  island 
and  it  was  not  until  1922  that  the  first  coins  were 
struck.  They  were  minted  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  Copen- 
hagen from  1922-40,  and  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  London 
from  1940.  On  two  occasions,  1940  and  1946,  the  Mint 
at  King’s  Norton  also  struck  coins. 

Various  initials  appear  on  the  coins.  They  are:  HCN 
— Hans  Christian  Nielsen,  1919-27,  mintmaster  1924. 
N — Niels  Peter  Nielsen,  mintmaster  from  1927.  GJ — 
Knud  Gunnar  Jensen,  engraver,  1901-33. 

When  war  broke  out  the  Germans  invaded  Den- 
mark and  took  possession  of  the  dies  at  the  Copen- 
hagen Mint.  Accordingly,  when  new  supplies  were 
required,  the  order  was  placed  with  the  Royal  Mint 
which  cut  new  dies  for  all  values,  omitting  the  initials 
of  the  earlier  issues.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Royal 
Mint  for  1939  states:  “Striking  began  at  daybreak 
after  a night  during  which  the  windows  and  roofs  had 
been  wrecked  by  enemy  action;  a glacial  wind  whirled 
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round  the  coining  presses  to  inaugurate  this  coinage  of 
Iceland.” 

The  Royal  Mint  had  never  used  zinc  for  coins  until 
in  1942  it  struck  1,000,000  each  of  the  25  and  10 
aurar  in  that  metal,  replacing  the  cupro-nickel  pre- 
viously used. 

An  effort  was  made  by  the  Icelandic  Government 
in  1944  to  issue  a silver  coinage  to  commemorate  the 
establishment  of  the  Republic.  The  Royal  Mint,  how- 
ever, could  not  undertake  the  commission  and  the 
matter  lapsed. 

The  commemorative  series  of  1930,  struck  in  Ger- 
many, were  issued  to  commemorate  the  thousandth 
anniversary  of  the  Parliament  (Althing).  There  were 
three  types,  the  10  and  5 kronur  in  silver  and  the  2 
kronur  in  bronze.  Although  the  values  appear  on  the 
edges  of  the  coins  they  are  reliably  considered  as 
medals  and,  following  the  lead  of  Bjorkman,  they  are 
not  included  in  the  listing. 
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CHECKLIST 


No. 

Date 

1 

1922 

2 

3 

1923 

4 

5 

1925 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1926 

11 

12 

13 

1929 

14 

15 

16 

1931 

17 

18 

19 

1933 

20 

21 

1936 

22 

1937 

23 

24 

1938 

25 

26 

1939 

27 

28 

1940 

29 

30 

0 Copenhagen 

Mint 

f London  Mint 

Value 

Qty.  Minted 

Aurar 

300,000 

Aurar 

300,000 

Aurar 

304,000 

Aurar 

302,000 

Kronur 

126,000 

Krona 

252,000 

Aurar 

207,320 

Aurar 

321,025 

Eyrir 

4,000 

Aurar 

355,431 

Aurar 

497,978 

Eyrir 

401,161 

Kronur 

77,087 

Krona 

154,244 

Aurar 

176,126 

Aurar 

311,443 

Aurar 

445,724 

Eyrir 

462,371 

Aurar 

104,182 

Aurar 

157,147 

Aurar 

213,007 

Aurar 

201,104 

Eyrir 

210,560 

Aurar 

206,231 

Eyrir 

278,700 

Aurar 

208,000 

Eyrir 

305,000 

m 

Kronur 

1,000,000 

Krona* 

209,495 

Kronaf 

1,000,000 

25 

10 

25 

10 

2 

1 

25 

10 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 

5 

2 

1 

25 

10 

10 

25 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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No. 

Date 

Value 

Qty.  Minted 

31 

25  Aurar 

1,000,000 

32 

10  Aurar 

1,000,000 

33 

5 Aurar 

500,000 

34 

2 Aurar* 

257,280 

35 

2 Aurarf 

500,000 

36 

1 Eyrir 

500,000 

37 

1942 

25  Aurar 

1,000,000 

38 

10  Aurar 

1,500,000 

39 

5 Aurar 

2,000,000 

40 

2 Aurar 

2,000,000 

41 

1 Eyrir 

2,000,000 

42 

1946 

2 Kronur 

1,087,000 

43 

1 Krona 

2,062,000 

44 

25  Aurar 

2,000,000 

45 

10  Aurar 

4,000,000 

46 

5 Aurar 

4,000,000 

47 

1 Eyrir 

4,000,000 

48 

1951 

25  Aurar 

2,000,000 

49 

1953 

10  Aurar 

4,000,000 

50 

1 Eyrir 

4,000,000 

51 

1954 

25  Aurar 

2,000,000 

52 

1956 

1 Eyrir 

2,000,000 

53 

1957 

1 Krona 

1,000,000 

54 

25  Aurar 

1,000,000 

55 

10  Aurar 

1,200,000 

56 

1 Eyrir 

2,000,000 

57 

1958 

2 Kronur 

500,000 

58 

25  Aurar 

500,000 

59 

10  Aurar 

500,000 

60 

5 Aurar 

400,000 

61 

1 Eyrir 

2,000,000 

* Copenhagen 

Mint 

f London  Mint 
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62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 
72 


Date 

Value 

1959 

1 Krona 
25  Aurar 
10  Aurar 
5 Aurar 
1 Eyrir 

1960 

25  Aurar 
10  Aurar 
5 Aurar 

1961 

500  Kronur 
25  Aurar 
10  Aurar 
1 Eyrir 

Qty.  Minted 

500.000 

2,000,000 

3.000. 000 

600.000 

1,600,000 

1.000. 000 

1,000,000 
1,200,000 

10,000 


FROM  THE  PAST 

“tricks  of  the  trade—.  . . A Melbourne  tradesman 
has  adopted  a plan  with  reference  to  Annand’s  coin, 
in  that  he  gives  a premium  of  seven-pence  for  six 
penny  pieces.  It  must  be  understood  that  the  coin 
have  inscribed  on  one  side,  round  the  edge,  ‘Annand 
& Co.,’  and  in  the  centre  ‘Family  Grocers,  &c.’  and  to 
convert  these  tokens  to  his  own  advantage,  a brother 
in  the  same  line  of  business  has  stamped  his  own  name 
on  them,  just  above  ‘Family  Grocers.’  This  is  a cheap 
mode  of  giving  currency  to  his  calling  and  will  not 
subject  him  to  a penalty,  as  for  defacing  the  Queen’s 
coin. 


—The  Argus , 5 January  1850 


UNITED  STATES  ENCASED 
POSTAGE  STAMPS 


By  A.  Earl  Coatsworth 


(Continued  from  page  32) 


DESCRIPTIVE  CHECK-LIST 


(Note:  Asterisk  (*)  denotes  plain  or  ribbed  Frame ) 


Issue  and  Inscription 

1 AERATED  BREAD  CO., 
N.Y.  “Aerated  Bread  Com- 
pany cor  Lafayette  Place 
and  Fourth  St  New  York” 

2 AYER’S  CATHARTIC 
PILLS,  Lowell,  Mass.  “The 
Currency  to  Pass  Ayer’s 
Cathartic  Pills” 

Variety  1 with  “ long * arrows 
Variety  with  “short”  arrows 

3 TAKE  AYER’S  PILLS, 
Lowell,  Mass.  “Take  Ayer’s 
Pills” 

4 AYER’S  SARSAPARILLA 
“Ayer’s  Sarsaparilla  to  Purify 
the  Blood” 

Variety  with  “large”  Ayer’s 
Variety  with  “small”  Ayer’s 
Variety  with  “ med Ayer’s 

5 BAILEY  & CO.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  “Bailey  & Co  819 
Chestnut  St  Phila  Jewellers” 

6 BATES,  JOSEPH  L.,  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  “Joseph  L.  Bates 


Denominations  T otal 

Issued  Varieties 

1 1 


1 3 5 10  12  24  d 

1 3 5 10  12  24  6 

1 3*5*10  12  7 


1 3 5 10  4 
1 3 10  3 
1 3 5 10*12  24  30  8 
1 3 5 10  12  5 
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Issue  a?td  Inscription 

Fancy  Goods  129  Washing- 
ton St  Boston” 

Variety*  “Fancy  Goods ” 
(two  words) 

Variety  “Fancy goods” 

(one  word) 

7 BROWN’S  BRONCHIAL 
TROCHES,  Boston,  Mass. 
“Brown’s  Bronchial  Troches 
for  Coughs  & Colds” 

8 BUHL,  F.  & CO.,  Detroit, 
Mich.  “F.  Buhl  & Co  Dealers 
in  Hats  & Furs  Detroit.” 

9 BURNETT’S  COCAINE 
KALLISTON,  New  York. 
“Burnett’s  Cocaine  Kalliston 
Toilet  Sets  etc  etc” 

10  BURNETTS  STANDARD 
COOKING  EXTRACTS 
“Burnetts  Standard  Cooking 
Extracts  of  Lemon  Vanilla 
Almond  Rose  etc  etc” 

11  CLAFLIN,  ARTHUR  M., 
Hopkinton,  R.I.  “Buy  your 
clothing  of  Arthur  M.  Claf- 
lin  Main  St  Hopkinton” 

12  COOK,  H.  A.,  Evansville, 
Ind.  “H.  A.  Cook  Choice 
Fancy  & Staple  Groceries 
No  73  Main  St  Evansville 
Ind.  Eureka  Bazaar” 

13  DOUG  AN  the  HATTER, 
New  York.  “Dougan  (hat) 
102  Nassau  St.  Corner  of 
Ann.  New  York” 


Denominations  Total 
Issued  V arieties 

1 5 10  12  4 

1 3 5*10*12  7 

1 3 5 10  12  24  30  7 

1 3 5 10  12  5 


1 3 5 10  12  24  30  90  8 


1 3 5 10* 12  24  30  8 

1 3 5 10  12  5 

5 10  2 

1 3 5 10  4 
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Issue  and  Inscription 

14  DRAKE’S  PLANTATION 
BITTERS,  New  York.  “S. 
T.  1860, X.  (Started  Trade  in 
1860  with  $10)  Drake’s 
Plantation  Bitters” 

15  ELLIS,  McALPIN  & CO., 
Cincinatti.  “Ellis  AfcAlpin  & 
Co  Wholesale  Dry  Goods 
for  Cash  108  Pearl  St  and 
119  Third  St  Cincinatti” 

16  EVANS,  G.  G.,  Philadelphia. 
“Absolutely  Pure  California 
Wines  G.  G.  Evans.  Agt. 
Philadelphia”  (Own  manu- 
facture, not  Gault’s) 

17  GAGE  BROTHER  & 
DRAKE,  Chicago.  “Tre- 
mont  House  Chicago  Gage 
Brother  & Drake.  Proprs.” 

18  GAULT,  J.,  Boston  & New 

York.  No  inscription  except 
patent  legend:  “J.  Gault 

Pat  Aug  12,  1862  ” 

19  HOPKINS,  L.  C.  & CO., 
Cincinatti.  “L.  C.  Hopkins 
& Co  Corner  Fifth  and  Vine 
Sts.  Cincinatti  O.  Dealers  in 
Dry  Goods” 

20  HUNT  & NASH,  IRVING 
HOUSE,  New  York.  “Irv- 
ing House.  New  York 
Broadway  & 12th  St.  Euro- 
pean Plan  Hunt  & Nash 
Propt” 

21  KIRKPATRICK  & 
GAULT,  New  York.  “Ap- 
plications for  Advertising  on 


Denominations  T otal 

Issued  Varieties 

1 3 5*10*12  24  30  90  10 


1 3 5 10  12  24  6 


1 3 5 10  4 


1 3 5 10  12  5 


1*3*5*10*12*24*30*90  15 


1 3 5 10  4 


1*3*5*10*12*24*30  12 


1 3 5 10*12*24  30  90  10 
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Issue  and  Inscription 

this.  Currency.  To  be  Ad- 
dressed to  Kirkpatrick  & 
Gault  No.  1,  Park  Place 
N.Y.” 

22  LORD  & TAYLOR,  New 
York.  “Lord  & Taylor.  Dry 
Goods  461  to  467  Broadway 
255  to  261  Grand  St  and  47 
to  49  Catherine  St  New 
York” 


Denominations  Total 
Issued  Varieties 


1 3 5 10  12  24  30  90  8 


23  MENDUM’S  FAMILY  1 3 5 10*12 

WINE,  New  York.  “Men- 

dum’s  Family  Wine  Em- 
porium Broadway  Cor  Cedar 
St  N.Y.” 

24  MILES,  B.  F.,  Peoria,  Illinois.  1 5 

“B.  F.  Miles  Dealer  in  Drugs 
Paints  Oils  & Glass  Rouses 
Block  Peoria” 

25  NORRIS,  JOHN  W.,  Chi  13  5 10 
“John  W.  Norris  News 

Books  and  Stationery  Chi- 
cago 102  Madison  St” 

26  NORTH  AMERICAN 
LIFE  INS.  CO.,  N.Y. 

“North  American  Life  In- 
surance Company.  63  Wil- 
liam St  New  York” 

Variety  with  “ Insurance ” 1 3 5 10  12 

straight 

Variety  with  “ Insurance ” 13  10* 

curved. 

27  PEARCE,  TOLLE  & HOL-  1 3 5 10  12  24 
TON,  Cincinatti.  “Pearce 

Tolle  & Holton  Wholesale 
Dry  Goods  No  77  Cor  Pearl 
& Vine  St  Cincinatti-O.” 


6 


2 


4 


5 

4 


6 
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Issue  and  Inscription 

28  SANDS’  ALE,  New  York. 
“Drink  Sands’  Ale” 

29  SCHAPKER  & BUSSING, 
Evansville,  Ind.  “Schapker 
& Bussing  Dry  Goods.  Car- 
pets. Millinery  etc  Main  St 
Evansville  Ind” 

30  SHILLITO,  JOHN  & CO., 
Cincinatti.  “John  Shillito  & 
Co  4th  St.  Cincinatti.” 

31  STEINFELD,  S.,  N.  Y. 
“French  Cognac  Bitters  An 
Unfailing  Remedy  for  Dis- 
eases of  the  Liver  and  Diges- 
tive Organs  S.  Steinfeld  70 
Nassau  St  NY” 

32  TAYLOR,  N.  & G.,  & CO, 
Philadelphia.  “N  & G.  Tay- 
lor & Co  Phila  Pa  Tin 
Plate.  Metals.  Wire  Sheet 
Iron.  Files.  Copper  & C & C” 

33  WEIR  & LARMINIE, 
Montreal,  Canada.  “Weir  & 
Larminie  Bankers  and  Specie 
Brokers.  Montreal  C.  E.” 

34  WHITE,  THE  HATTER, 
New  York.  “White  the 
Hatter  216  Broadway  under 
Barnum’s  Museum  New 
York” 

TOTAL  VARIETIES 


Denominations  T otal 

Issued  Varieties 

5 10  12  30  4 

1 3 5 10  12  5 

1 3 5 10  12  5 

1 5 10  12  4 


1 3 5 10  12  5 


1 3 5 10  4 


1 3 5 10  4 
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30-cent  Franklin  Profile  to  left  Orange  17.8.1861 

90-cent  Washington  I face  to  left  Blue**  Trumbull  17.8.1861 

* Medium  to  dark  shade  of  blue. 

**  Light  blue. 

***  See  text  concerning  this  issue  in  cases. 


NOTES  ON  COMMONWEALTH 

COINAGE 

The  1919  Penny 

Not  many  collectors  of  the  Australian  coinage  are 
aware  that  there  are  eight  distinct  varieties  of  the 
1919  penny.  These  were  first  shown  by  Mr  W.  A. 
Hall  at  a meeting  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of  Vic- 
toria in  1920  and  reported  in  the  'Numismatic  Circular. 
The  early  issues  of  Spink  & Son’s  journal  contain  an 
enormous  amount  of  information  on  Australian  coin- 
ages and  is  a wonderful  boon  to  the  student. 

The  eight  types  listed  are: 

No.  1.  Struck  in  Melbourne  from  English  made  dies, 
the  words  “Commonwealth  of  Australia”  are  of  the 
plain  Roman  type. 

No.  2.  A small  bead  perpendicular  to  centre  of 
bottom  scroll  close  up,  top  scroll  distinct. 

No.  3.  The  bead  to  right  of  centre  of  bottom  scroll 
close  up,  top  scroll  over  one  penny  blurred,  beads  on 
upper  margins  of  Crown  (obverse)  leading  to  Orb 
indistinct  and  blurred. 

No.  4.  1 he  bead  to  left  of  centre  of  bottom  scroll 
close  up,  blister  over  “E”  in  “Penny.”  Top  scroll 
blurred,  beads  leading  to  Orb  very  indistinct. 

No.  5.  Bead  to  left  of  centre  of  bottom  scroll  and 
lower  in  position.  Top  scroll  distinct,  beads  to  Orb 
blurred.  No  B M on  shoulder  of  King. 

No.  6.  Bead  to  left  of  centre  of  bottom  scroll,  low 
in  position.  Top  scroll  blurred,  a slight  dent  over  top 
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scroll  with  a crack  leading  across  to  “N”  in  “Com- 
monwealth,” beads  to  Orb  blurred. 

No.  7.  Bead  perpendicular,  close  up  to  bottom  scroll, 
slight  crack  across  “191,”  beads  leading  to  Orb  distinct. 

No.  8.  Bead  to  left  and  very  close  to  centre  of 
bottom  scroll.  Top  scroll  distinct,  crack  across  “Com. 
1919,  ’alia.” 

The  first  type,  as  stated,  was  struck  in  Melbourne 
from  English-made  dies,  but  the  balance  were  struck 
from  dies  made  at  the  Melbourne  Mint.  The  new  dies 
were  taken  from  the  old  ones  and  the  bead  placed  on 
them  to  distinguish  them  from  the  London  dies. 

The  1920  Fenny 

The  indefatigable  Mr  Hall  at  a further  meeting, 
duly  reported  in  the  Circular , displayed  seven  varieties 
of  the  1920  penny: 

1.  No  bead  or  dot  above  the  top  or  below  bottom 
scrolls. 

2.  Bead  under  bottom  scroll  low  down. 

3.  Bead  under  bottom  scroll  close  up. 

4.  Bead  over  top  scroll,  no  bands  on  orb  or  bead 
in  centre  of  cross. 

5.  Bead  under  bottom  scroll,  with  a slight  depres- 
sion over  the  top  scroll. 

6.  Bead  over  top  scroll,  also  under  bottom  scroll. 

7.  Scaled  across  the  word  “Penny.” 

Numisma  is  privately  printed  and  published  by  John  Gartner 
at  The  Hawthorn  Press,  15  Guildford  Lane,  Melbourne  Cl, 
Australia.  The  subscription  is  12/6  (SI. 50)  for  four  issues. 


